Basaloid-squamous cell carcinoma of the larynx and hypopharynx. A clinicopathologic study of 7 cases.
During a 16-year period (1974-1989), a retrospective review of 468 surgical specimens of laryngectomy yielded 7 cases (0.66%) of basaloid-squamous cell carcinoma. They were all males between 42 and 63 years of age. Four cases were supraglottic and one transglottic. The other two arose in the left pyriform sinus and vallecula, respectively. At diagnostic time, 4 cases were Stage III and 2 Stage IV, only one being Stage II. Glanz index of histologic malignancy was high (> 5) in most cases (6/7). Mitotic rate was also high (22-78 mitoses/10 HPF). Lymph node metastases were documented at diagnosis in 5 cases, 3 of them presenting with extracapsular extension. One case developed liver metastases. During the follow-up, lymph nodes of the neck were again metastasized in 4 cases, and stomal recurrence was present in another one. Death of disease was confirmed in 5 cases after 10 to 35 months of follow-up. Overall survival was 28.5% after 3 years.